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VISION:  

 

The voice of BC High Performance Athletes plays 
a critical role in shaping, guiding and focusing 
sport in  British Columbia 

 
MISSION:  

 

Supporting BC High Performance Athletes 
through education, leadership and advocacy 

 
B C  A T H L E T E  V O I C E  

227 - 3820 Cessna Drive 
Richmond, BC 

V7B 0A2 
604-333-3660 

www.bcathletevoice.ca 

http://www.bcathletevoice.ca/


  

MESSAGE  FROM THE  

CHAIRPERSON  
BC Athlete Voice represents more than 3,000 high performance athletes from over 90 British 
Columbian communities who compete in more than 60 different sports. Our members are the 
athletes the public see down the street, in our schools, clubs and community centres, striving to 
achieve their personal best for their province and for Canada.  When British Columbians cheer on 
our home-grown athletes like Denny Morrison Alexa Loo, or Josh Dueck at the Vancouver 2010 
Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games, they will be cheering for our members.    
 

Athletes inspire us all as they pursue their dreams, model the quest for excellence and 
demonstrate the spirit that makes our province great.   When British Columbia hosts the 
Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games, a generation of youth will be inspired to 
pursue their dreams.  This Games legacy will not be seen for years to come, but it will set the 
course for a generation athletes. In fact these Games will spark a flame that will move BC you th 
from their local malls to their local sports clubs. These Games will incubate dreams that will not 
only lead to future Olympic and Paralympic medals, but to lifetime involvement in sport. With 
such a great opportunity, it is critical that the BC sports system is strong, well funded and 
centered on athletes.   
 

BC Athlete Voice strives to ensure that the potential the Games offer BC athletes is fulfilled.  We 
stand at the doorstep of a historic year well positioned for success.  In 2009, we grew our  core 
programs and services, recognized and supported athlete leaders, and provided a consistent and 
strategic athlete voice.  As changes face the sport system in 2010, BC Athlete Voice continues to 
speak out for the needs of athletes, work with our partners and  serve our members. 
 

Developing athletes for the present and future requires a collaborative effort of many.  BC Athlete 
Voice is grateful to those who believe in the power of sport, support our members and invest time 
and funding toward their success.  On behalf of our member s, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank and acknowledge 2010 Legacies Now and the Province of British Columbia 
for their financial support and their faith in the dreams of BCôs athletes.  Together we can support 
the drive for high performance success, build athlete leaders, and grow the number of active 
youth in our province.       
 
Bruce Deacon ,  Chairperson,  BC Athlete Voice Board of Directors  
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Bruce Deacon, Chairperson  
Two-time Olympic marathoner Bruce Deacon is currently working with  the 
Canadian Olympic Committee. Bruce is a past athlete's representative of 
Athletics Canada and past chair of appeal tribunals for the Centre for Sport 
and Law and Athletics Canada. Bruce is dedicated to developing athlete 
leaders in BC. 

Naomi Walser, 
Secretary  
Beausoleil First Nation athlete and 
former Canadian Womenôs National 
World Cup Lacrosse team member, 
Naomi is passionate about athletes 
having a voice. 

Chris Werrell  
Chris is dedicated to athlete advocacy and leadership. As 
an athlete and coach mentor Chris his experienced both 
the BC and Canada Games and was a participant in BC 
Athlete Voice's first Athlete Forum in 2006. 



  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   
 
  Marni Abbott - Peter  

Marni retired in 2004 from Canadaôs Wheelchair 
Basketball Team, as a three-time Paralympic Gold 
medalist. For her success and dedication to sport, 
Marni was awarded "Female Athlete of the 
Millennium" and is an honorary Mayor of the 2010 
Paralympic Athlete Village in Whistler. 

Stephanie  
McCann  
Stephanie has recently 
retired from athletics with 
a long list of sporting 
achievements including 
being the 8-time 
Canadian Pole Vault 
record holder and 
winning a bronze medal 
at the Commonwealth 
Games. 

Ajay Patel, Treasurer  
Ajay Patel has been involved in sport all of his life.   He 
is currently the Chef de Mission for Team BC and the 
Chair of Health Science at Langara College. 


