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INTRODUCTION: 
 

BC Athlete Voice in partnership with provincial sport and multi-sport 
organizations facilitated an athlete voice through five athlete forums in 
conjunction with the Community Engagement meetings for the Sport 
Program planning process occurring between January 19

th
 and February 

20
th
 2009. 

 
BC Athlete Voice in partnership with the regional PacificSport Centres 
and the Canadian Sport Centre Pacific conducted four stand alone 
athlete forums in Kamloops, Victoria, Vancouver and Mackenzie. The 
athlete forum in Mackenzie was linked to the Northern BC Winter Games 
and provided an opportunity to access a range of athletes from around 
Northern BC. 
 
BC Athlete Voice worked with PacificSport Vancouver Island to invite 
athletes and ensure an athlete perspective at the Parksville Community 
Engagement meeting. 
 
BC Athlete Voice worked with PacificSport Okanagan and contacts in the 
Kootenay region to offer a formal athlete forum in these areas. However 
due to time constraints and issues will accessing athletes it was decided 
to instead establish a regionally specific online survey and engage 
athletes to complete this. This information has been included in the BC 
Athlete Survey information. 
 
Due to the restricted number of athlete forums conducted by BC Athlete 
Voice and the issues around bringing athletes together at this time of 
year, an online survey was developed to ensure a collective and in depth 
voice of BC Athletes was presented. Therefore this report not only 
presents the information from the athlete forums in Kamloops, 
Vancouver, Victoria, Mackenzie and Parksville; but also provides in depth 
analysis and feedback from the BC Athlete Survey that was available for 
BC Athletes to complete from February 9

th
 ς February 20

th
 2009. 

 
Conducting the online survey has provided a wealth of information that 
supports and supplements the feedback gathered through the athlete 
forum process. 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
COLLATED INFORMATION FROM 

 

 

ATHLETE FORUMS  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 

 

 
ATHLETE FORUM PROCESS: 
 
The process for conducting the athlete forums around the province took on different 
forms depending on the location. 
 
In Kamloops, Victoria and Vancouver an athlete forum was held before the 
Community Engagement meeting at the same location. BC Athlete Voice in 
partnership with the regional PacificSport Centre or the Canadian Sport Centre 
Pacific targeted a number of athletes to invite, these emails were sent out prior to 
the meeting requesting that athletes indicate whether they wanted to be involved in 
this process. The advertisement and athlete forum information is attached as 
Appendix A. In a number of cases athletes indicated that they wanted to be involved 
in the athlete forum, but unfortunately could not make it due to prior commitments. 
 
The athlete forum was designed as an interactive 60 minute session that engaged 
athletes on a broad range of community sport topics. Through this process athletes 
had the opportunity to discuss and share ideas on; 

¶ The strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats to sport in their 
community (SWOT analysis). 

¶ Identify both positive and negative issues facing athletes in their 
community. 

¶ Develop and present workable recommendations as possible solutions to 
the key issues identified taking into consideration the SWOT analysis. 

The athlete forum session outline is attached as Appendix B. 
 
At the Parksville Community Engagement meeting, an athlete representative of BC 
Athlete Voice was in attendance to share the perspective of BC Athletes as a 
collective. This athlete also took notes and reported back to BC Athlete Voice on the 
discussions and feedback taken at this meeting. 
 
The athlete forum in Mackenzie took the form of informal athlete feedback collation. 
As this was incorporated into an event it was important to ensure a large time 
commitment was not placed on the participating athletes. Therefore the athlete 
feedback was gathered through informal discussions with small groups of athletes 
using a set group of interview questions.  

 

 
 

 
  



 
 

 

 
ATHLETE FORUM FEEDBACK: 
 
KAMLOOPS ATHLETE FORUM    DATE:  20th JANUARY 2009 
 
ATHLETES INVOLVED: 
 

Four athletes from a range of backgrounds (BC Games, Team BC, International and Retired) 

 
 

What are the key strengths of sport in your community? What are the key weaknesses of sport in your community? 

 

¶ Having coaches on salaries, coaching as a profession. 

¶ Having the support of PacificSport Interior BC ς not 
just having these services in Vancouver and Victoria. 

¶ The general sporting atmosphere and community 
support for sport. 

¶ Incredible opportunities for every athlete 

¶ Every one does sports here, mass exposure as a kid. 

¶ Community support 

¶ Facilities access ς Tournament Capital Centre. 

¶ People understand that good sport builds good 
people. 

¶ Athletes are starting to be attracted to come to our 
region making us all better. 

¶ Having facilities for all seasons 

 

 

¶ Need better coaching 

¶ Lack of promotion for certain sports 

¶ Not many championship or provincial tournament in 
our region 

¶ Having to travel out of the region to compete 

¶ Lack of access to facilities 

¶ In some sports we lack the PSO support in our region 

¶ No flexible schooling ς no sport academy model 

¶ Lack of good coaches 

¶ Poor communication between parents and coaches. 

¶ Lack of communication between sports 

¶ Uneducated parents playing a negative role in sport. 

¶ Lack of funding 

 

  



 
 

 

 
KAMLOOPS ATHLETE FORUM CONTINUED: 
 
 

What are the key opportunities for sport in your 
community? 

What are the key threats for sport in your community? 

 

¶ Having more tournaments and opportunities for 
events and competitions. 

¶ Continuing to build our base of good coaches. 

¶ Investing in more of the support services to help 
athletes. 

¶ Tournament Capital Centre ς fantastic facilities and 
resource. 

¶ Having PacificSport continue to provide great 
opportunities. 

¶ Continued funding opportunities, bursaries, 
scholarships 

¶ Potential growth with sport academies, post 
secondary education 

¶ Building media awareness of all sports 

¶ Continuing growth in participation numbers 

¶ Selling sport as a part of a healthy lifestyle and 
essential to community development 

 

 

¶ Lack of sport education for parents 

¶ Lack of support for coaches from clubs and 
organizations. 

¶ Coaches getting pulled into administrative duties, 
rather than coaching athletes 

¶ Decreasing funding for coaches 

¶ Decreasing government support and funding 

¶ Sports fighting over the same athletes 

¶ Sport will be cut after 2010 

¶ Declining number of coaches to meet the needs 

¶ Not having enough athletes in the region to provide a 
good practice and competition base 

¶ The current economic climate 

¶ Travel costs ς both domestically and internationally 

¶ Increasing costs for athletes to participate and 
compete. 

¶ Lack of continuity of sport from elementary to post 
secondary. 

 
  



 
 

 

 
KAMLOOPS ATHLETE FORUM CONTINUED: 
 
 

What are the key issues relating to sort in your region? What are your recommendations?? 

¶ Lack of media awareness and community support for 
non-mainstream sports. 

¶ Cuts to the funding for sport after 2010. 

¶ Having knowledgeable people at all levels of sport. 

¶ Good coaches from entry level sport to high 
performance. 

¶ Lack of funding for athletes. 

¶ Lack of variety in the sports media. 

¶ Communication between the education system and 
sport organizations.  

¶ Continuing the momentum that 2010 has brought to 
the province and continuing this post 2010. 

¶ Continuing funding of athletes through a targeted and 
fair approach. 

¶ Consistent funding for coaches, locally, provincially 
and nationally. 

¶ Coaching ς having the right coaches in local regions to 
take athletes to the next level. 

¶ More competition opportunities in our community ς 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ 
the Lower Mainland every time to compete. 

¶ Lack of funding for quality coaches. 

¶ Maintaining participation in sport at all levels, from 
elementary, secondary and post-secondary. 

¶ Ensuring access to funding for athletes and coaches ς 
year around, open to all. 

¶ Making sure that athletes are supported when they 
transition from elementary school through to post-
secondary. 

¶ Lack of promotion for non-mainstream sports. 

 

¶ Create better support structures for coaches ς 
education, links between organizations (PSOs and 
MSOs), certification, long term funding, coaches 
specializing at different stages of athlete 
development, grants to keep coaches in the region. 

¶ Consistent lobbying to Government on the benefits of 
sport. Having one campaign that captures it all. 

¶ Establishing meaningful benefits for sport volunteers 
ς off sets, bonuses, honorariums, tax breaks, access to 
community facilities and/or service. Having an 
organization manage this. 

¶ Education and promotional campaign aimed to teach 
parents about supporting kids in sport in a positive 
way ς How to be a good sports parent. 

¶ Sport Plan to ensure the key points of accessibility, no 
gaps, no financial barriers, succession planning, 
recruiting and maintaining volunteers, coaches and 
officials ς bringing it all together in our region. 

¶ Bringing athletes together on a regular basis. 

 
 
  



 
 

 

 

VICTORIA ATHLETE FORUM    DATE:  26th JANUARY 2009 
 
ATHLETES INVOLVED: 
 

Six athletes from a range of backgrounds (BC Games, Team BC, International and Olympics) 

 
 

What are the key strengths of sport in your community? What are the key weaknesses of sport in your community? 

¶ Great facilities 

¶ Elite Athletes are respected and looked up to by 
recreational athletes 

¶ Great climate / weather conditions ς all year training 

¶ Some of the best coaches in the world are based in 
Victoria 

¶ PacificSport services 

¶ Having PISE and being able to access this amazing 
facility 

¶ The many connections to physio / massage / medical / 
performance support services 

¶ The number of high quality athletes to train with in 
the region 

¶ High level of community support 

¶ Access to PacificSport services 

¶ Athletes are well recognized and have high level of 
involvement in the community 

¶ Well established provincial sport organizations and 
governing bodies 

¶ Olympics and Commonwealth Games have brought 
sport to the forefront 

¶ PacificSport staff 

¶ Athletes giving back to the community 

¶ Public awareness of sport 

¶ More knowledge leaders in sport starting to come 
forward 

 

¶ Lack of support for junior or development athletes. 

¶ Misconceptions around sport 

¶ Sports competing against each other for the same 
athletes 

¶ Opening up performance services to development 
athletes and smaller sports 

¶ Mismanagement of some facilities creating barriers 
for athletes to train and compete 

¶ Lack of funding at the grassroots level of sport and 
younger athletes 

¶ Not enough facilities ς especially smaller, inexpensive 
facilities to hire 

¶ Limited buy in from the school system in terms of the 
importance of sport and athlete development 

¶ PacificSport Food Stuff Program 

¶ Athletes having to work or invest a lot of energy into 
finding funding, takes away valuable time and energy 
from training and competing 

¶ Not enough coaches at all levels 

¶ Schools being inflexible with student athletes 

¶ More funding for early development sports 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
VICTORIA ATHLETE FORUM CONTINUED: 

 
 

What are the key opportunities for sport in your 
community? 

What are the key threats for sport in your community? 

 

¶ Greater connection to schools and sports, creating a 
seamless pathway for athletes 

¶ Keeping knowledgeable people in the region and 
having them available to athletes 

¶ Working with schooling to determine new facilities 
and build partnerships with sport 

¶ Greater emphasis on coaching clinics and courses, 
especially for smaller sports 

¶ Opportunities to host training and performance 
camps with the great current facilities 

¶ Keeping the hype going after 2010 to ensure sport 
stays a priority in the community 

¶ ¦ǘƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ tL{9 ǘƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

¶ Strategies across sports to hire the best coaches in the 
world to provide a training environment for the best 
athletes in the world 

¶ Opportunity for programs to provide more support to 
younger coaches and linkages to experienced coaches 
to pass down their knowledge (mentoring).  

 

 

¶ Amateur sport versus professional sport, in terms of 
facilities, funding and media 

¶ Experienced athletes retiring before their peak 
creating a knowledge gap with younger athletes 
moving up 

¶ Continued lack of funding for athletes 

¶ Use and access to facilities 

¶ Losing funding and losing paid coaches 

¶ Needing money or to be rich to be involved in sport 
and be a high performance athlete 

¶ Volunteer burn out 

¶ Competition for athletes 

¶ Lack of development funding can end athlete careers 
prematurely 

¶ Lack of emphasis on sport after 2010 

¶ Health care taking priority over sport and athlete 
funding 

¶ Aging population leading to coach and volunteer burn 
out 

 

  



 
 

 

VICTORIA ATHLETE FORUM CONTINUED: 

 

 What are the key issues relating to sort in your region? What are your recommendations?? 

 

¶ The need for more coaches at each level of athlete 
development 

¶ The ability for sport and schools to work together to 
be flexible and support student athletes 

¶ The lack of direct funding and the structure of funding 
to elite athletes rather than development athletes 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿΩ 

¶ Communication ς between sports, clubs, coaches, 
schools, parents and athletes 

¶ Experienced athletes moving out of sport and not 
continuing to play a role in the system 

¶ Maintaining and recognizing the great community 
support in this region 

¶ The same issues being raised each year in sport that 
are not being resolved (funding, coaching, facilities) 

 

 

¶ Strategy for connecting retired high performance 
athletes to coaching courses and roles and careers 
in sport to retain their knowledge and skills 

¶ Have an advocate or collective voice for sport on the 
development and management of facilities to 
ensure the best for sport and athletes. 

¶ A regional collective strategy for sport that puts 
everyone on the same page. 

¶ Constructing a Sport Leadership Council 

¶ Creating guidelines for operating sport at local level 

¶ Try to generate more support from local businesses 
through Adopt an Athlete programs, investing in 
Athletes, incentive programs for organizations / 
businesses to support sport. 

¶ Funding strategy and allocation all the way through 
for athletes ς including opportunities for 
development level and early specialization sports. 

¶ Look at a strategy for recruiting and retaining 
coaches at all levels and promote an athlete 
Pathway into coaching 

¶ Ensuring the NCI in Victoria is accessible 

¶ Top Facilities are attractive ς using them as 
incentives to attract coaches and athletes 

¶ Ensuring Boards and Organizations are connected to 
athletes ς understanding implications and at the 
user level. Board Members need to know what 
athletes want, voice of athletes, connection to what 
is really happening in sport 

¶ Creating a Communication Centre for all sports that 
link to media, lobbying and advocating, marketing 
and as well as operational functions 

¶ Accessing resources from outside sport to support 
its multiple benefits to the community.  

 

 
 

  



 
 

 

PARKSVILLE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MEETING   DATE:  31ST JANUARY 2009 
 

ATHLETE REPRESENTATIVE NOTES: 
 

Key Trends In Community Sport: 

¶ There is no systematic connection 

¶ We are not working together very wellτespecially when looking to the government (i.e. funding)-we need one 

voice. For example 4 ice sports came together for pond to podium ς this can help with cost reductions. Need to 

plan together with other organizations not in isolation 

¶ There is a break in the supply chain for the product (there are no phys ed teachers to teach the fundamental 

skillsτthe English or math teacher is now the gym teacher 

¶ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘΧƭŜǎǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ Ƴǳƭǘƛ ǎǇƻǊǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

well rounded and give us a chance to work on more skills 

¶ Give skills at opportune moments and kids will stay healthy for life 

¶ Sport for lifeτproviding life opportunities for athletes 

¶ The TOOL is Sport the OUTCOME is healthy living 
 

Critical Issues Impacting Sport: 

 
COACHING 

¶ time commitment, skilled people, retaining coaches 
 
FACILITIES 

¶ access to proper facilities (badminton players are in the gym with 12 foot ceiling but floor hockey gets 20 foot 
ceiling or facility closes by 9pm, etc), $$$ to provide equipment,  
 

OFFICIALS  

¶ not supported (verbal abuse) 
 

HUMAN RESOURCE-RECRUITMENT 

¶ there is no database for volunteers (Sydney Australia has one where the sport organizations can send a posting to 
those in the database stating the job description, times and dates and those interested in volunteering can 
respond) 

¶ Expectations are not always clear ς education/training  needed 
 
HUMAN RESOURCE ς SKILL LEVEL 

¶ quality daily physical health and education 
 

Recommendations: 
 

¶ cross generational teaching 

¶ peer to peer 

¶ exchange of facilities (trading/barter) i.e. between public pools and school gyms or  

¶ partnerships with purpose 

 



 
 

 

VANCOUVER  ATHLETE FORUM   DATE:  11TH FEBRUARY 2009 
 
ATHLETES INVOLVED: 
 

Eleven athletes from a range of backgrounds (BC Games, Team BC, International and Olympics) 

 
 

What are the key strengths of sport in your community? What are the key weaknesses of sport in your community? 

¶ Strong provincial sport organizations 

¶ Training facilities and opportunities 

¶ Focus on sport, healthy living and healthy eating 

¶ Competitive environment for athletes 

¶ Many opportunities to access extra services to help 
performance 

¶ A lot of motivated / excited people willing to help 
athletes 

¶ Sport is popular for spectators and also as a 
recreational opportunity for people 

¶ Great player development opportunities within 
individual sport associations 

¶ Good coaches 

¶ Better facilities being developed with 2010 coming 

¶ Growing size and participation base for sport 

¶ CSC-Pacific offers many great services 

¶ The Gymworks program is excellent! 

¶ Good coaches and coaching fundamentals 

¶ Strong and growing sport programs at all levels  

¶ US Scholarships take female athletes down South to 
schools ς lack of athlete retention in Canada 

¶ No early talent identification for athletes 

¶ Not enough numbers of participants in some sports ς 
especially for females in some sports 

¶ !ǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ς no info is 
distributed at both an operational and high level. 
¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 

¶ Lack of utilization of athletes to gain exposure, 
promotion and to recruit future athletes and support 
current athletes 

¶ Lack of awareness of the benefits of sport 

¶ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

¶ Lack of local high level competition in some sports 

¶ Not enough grass roots programs to get younger 
athletes involved 

¶ Not enough qualified coaches to take athletes to the 
next level 

¶ Lack of specific facilities for athletes 

¶ No universal or multisport facilities 

¶ Not enough resources for coaches 

¶ Not enough money compared to how much 
competing in sport costs 

¶ Not enough Canadian Schools offer certain sports to 
support athlete development 

¶ Lack of coaches that are in it to develop the team and 
every athlete, not just their child or a select few of top 
athletes on the team 

 

  



 
 

 

VANCOUVER  ATHLETE FORUM CONTINUTED: 

    

What are the key opportunities for sport in your 
community? 

What are the key threats for sport in your community? 

 

¶ Working alongside of successful high performance 
athletes and leaders to achieve great success 

¶ Exposure from the 2010 Games 

¶ Achieving Gold Medals and raising the exposure, 
publicity and recognition of sport in Canada 

¶ Increasing money and space for facilities 

¶ Publicity ς increasing recognition of amateur sport 
and a range of sports 

¶ Winning ς sport putting itself in the spotlight through 
achievement 

¶ Advertise sport through demonstrations and drawing 
in the community 

¶ Government focus for increasing fitness will lead to a 
positive image for sport 

 

 

¶ Not using facilities for sport and high performance 
sport after the 2010 Games. 

¶ Reductions in funding for sport 

¶ Lack of sport exposure in the community and media 
after 2010 

¶ Lack of funding 

¶ Taking the ice out of the Richmond Oval and the 
transition to community centres 

¶ So many ideas with what to do with venues after 
2010, but is there a plan or strategy? Need to 
communicate with sport and athletes 

¶ Sports being with drawn from the Olympics 

¶ Lack of funding and resources causing a lack of 
development and growth in sport 

¶ Canada not having a strategy or funding to keep 
student athletes here 

¶ Lack of exposure in sport post the Games ς especially 
in the community 

¶ Limiting use of facilities for high performance sport 

¶ Not enough new competitive athletes producing a 
negative training environment 

¶ Lack of information filtering through to athletes, no 
plan, no one knows what is going on 

¶ Lack of funding resulting in less resources for athlete 
development 

 

  



 
 

 

VANCOUVER  ATHLETE FORUM CONTINUTED: 

 

What are the key issues relating to sort in your region? 

Positives 

¶ More and more opportunities are starting to evolve to take sport to the next level ς innovative partnerships and 
programs 

¶ Lots of opportunities for young people to get started and involved in sport 

¶ Popularity of sport at the moment 

¶ Growing number of people motivated to be part of sport with 2010. 

¶ Good development plans for certain sports from a young age to the senior level 

¶ With 2010 approaching there is momentum building for sport in our community in terms of facilities, sense of 
community, opportunities for athletes. 

¶ Community involvement and support is great 

¶ Recognition of the gaps in sport and getting discussions going to solve them 

¶ Coaches ability and programs where they are learning from each other 

¶ Coaching and athlete support 

¶ Despite weaknesses in sport there is possibilities and we do have the opportunity as Canadians if we want it 

¶ Pacific Sport and CSC-Pacific programs and resources are a huge help 

¶ Athletes now have the opportunity to be advocates for sport and provide feedback to key decision makers 

¶ More coaches are being funded by PSOs / MSOs to coach full time 

¶ Strong coaches who have a lot of experience and pass this down to others 

¶ Own the Podium and Road to Excellence program for sport development and athlete support 

¶ Increasing number of facilities 

¶ Gymworks program is great 

 

  



 
 

 

  VANCOUVER ATHLETE FORUM CONTINUTED: 

   

What are the key issues relating to sort in your region? 

Negatives 

Facilities: 

¶ Lack of facilities access 

¶ Facilities that can only be used for one specific sport ς not enough multisport venues 

¶ Not enough high performance training facilities in Vancouver 

Exposure: 

¶ Athletes stories are not being told to the general public 

¶ Lack of exposure for athletes in community to create support and excitement 

¶ Publicity and exposure only at the end of your career ς post Gold MŜŘŀƭΣ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
struggling 

¶ Misuse or non-use of senior athletes who would be ideal candidates to promote healthy communities and also 
mentor younger athletes 

¶ Rewards coming after good performance, not before to help athletes get there sooner 

¶ Not enough exposure to athletes who win medals or awards 

Retention of Athletes: 

¶ Lack of high level competition as top athletes leave and compete overseas 

¶ Lack of recruitment of senior athletes to continue to be involved in sport 

¶ Athletes are retained and their skills and experiences are lost 

Funding: 

¶ Lack of funding for athletes at different levels 

¶ 5ŜōŀǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

¶ Need to travel to compete and become a better athlete, but need funding to do this 

¶ There are a lot of talented athletes however not enough funding gets to them 

¶ Lack of funding and accountability for athlete funding 

¶ Lack of access to support services ς physio, nutrition etc. It gets too expensive to access these, but athletes need 
them to get to the next level 

¶ Increase in funding needed for lower level athletes who are 1 ς 2 years from making the National Team and are not 
Sport Canada carded 

Coaching: 

¶ Lack of quality coaches, coaches that are in it for the right reason at the right level of coaching for their ability 

¶ The placement of great coaches around the region 

¶ Lack of good coaches in the area and having to travel far to access different resources 



 
 

 

 
VANCOUVER  ATHLETE FORUM CONTINUTED: 

 

What are your recommendations? 

¶ Create a program that connects athletes to other athletes and the community.  

¶ Mentorship / Education for Athletes in life skills / Role Model programs aligned 

¶ Strategy for educating coaches and linking them to the athletes that need them. Strategic approach 

¶ Program to attract athletes to BC and retain our high performance athletes by making training and competing here 
attractive 

¶ Increase funding for multisport facilities that are planned around the needs of athletes in the region and linked to 
grass roots to high performance programs 

¶ Succession Programs: 

¶ Former Athletes into coaching / officiating / sport administration / performance services 

¶ Increase Exposure for Amateur Athletes and Sport ς Amateur Sport Channel / Dedicated Website / Partnerships with 
Media / Plan and management from sport organizations 

 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 

 
NORTHERN BC INFORMAL ATHLETE FEEDBACK 
 
MACKENZIE, BC ς NORTHERN BC GAMES   DATE:  14TH FEBRUARY 2009 
 
ATHLETES INVOLVED: 
 

34 athletes from a range of backgrounds (BC Games, Team BC and International) 

 
 

Key Strengths to Community Sport 

 

¶ The people who actually support sport, have lots of spirit and are determined to do well. Huge community feeling 

¶ A sense of Team Spirit 

¶ If you want to play any sport, you probably can. There ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΣ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ 
opportunities which is good. 

¶ We have coaches willing to put their time into our sport 

¶ High levels of participation and interested and dedicated players 

¶ All the people involved in sports are determined and want to do well ς for themselves and for the community. 

¶ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ 

¶ There are lots of facilities ς especially ice time. 

¶ Parents that are dedicated to helping out the teams 

¶ Skilled and knowledgeable coaches at a variety of levels 

¶ Athletes enjoy themselves a lot and we strive to be the best we can be 

¶ The Community supports me and sport 

¶ Recreational participation. 

¶ Committed volunteers who go above and beyond 

¶ We do have a few excellent coaches. 

¶ We generally get lots of ice at are the arena and do not have to get up at 5am in the morning for it. 

¶ Close knit team and a sense of belonging 

¶ Promotes fitness and healthy lifestyles 

¶ Parents that take on the management position usually do a fantastic job. I like the selection of sports in our 
community as it keeps kids out of trouble. 

¶ Friendship and playing with friends. 

¶ Local support from businesses and groups. 

¶ Good basic coaching. 

¶ The efforts of volunteers. Our ski club and trails are completely volunteer run and people put a lot of their own 
time into them. 

¶ Generosity of individuals to make opportunities for youth and give young athletes the chance to succeed 

¶ Availability of facilities. 

¶ You have no problem getting on a team - there is always a spot for someone. 

¶ Strong leadership within our local organization 

¶ Getting the chance to develop social skills through sport 

¶ Volunteer coaches that actually want to coach and are properly trained. Without these people sports would not 
happen 

¶ A great work ethic to get things done 
¶ Small town so distances between gym, work and home small. 

 

  



 
 

 

NORTHERN BC INFORMAL ATHLETE FEEDBACK CONTINUED: 
 

What are the Key Barriers to Sport in your Community? 

 

¶ Lack of programs and lack of information regarding races and training 

¶ Cost of equipment 

¶ Lack of Funding 

¶ Not nearly enough qualified coaches!! Or referees!! 

¶ Lack of competition with others in my age category 

¶ There are limited/few sports offered with quality coaching 

¶ There are more older people then younger people 

¶ I would like to go further with hockey & there isn't much of a hope staying here. We do lots of camps in other 
towns. 

¶ If you don't join a winter club, you don't seem to have the opportunity to go as far as you want to go for high level 
competition. The winter clubs appear to be recruiting their players. 

¶ Long distances between nearest competition 

¶ Not enough high level teams to play against 

¶ Lack of good facilities to train at. 

¶ Lack of competition and the distance required for travel to competitions 

¶ We must travel very far to compete anywhere 

¶ Difficulty balancing a lot of school work with adequate training time and being away competing 

¶ Cost for ongoing operations, just the cost of being an athlete 

¶ Unsupportive parents. Some parents are not teaching their kids about commitment and responsibility therefore 
athletes do not have the commitment to their team and sport and quit. Many of my team mates put working 
ahead of their sport. 

¶ Not enough kids to be able to make a few teams. We can never have Representative team whether it be basketball 
ƻǊ ƘƻŎƪŜȅΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ 

¶ The associations should be able to pay coaches in the higher level teams to help the associations be competitive 
with the winter clubs. 

¶ Difference of opinion among coaches 

¶ We have to travel to play teams 

¶ Lack of competitions. We need more entry level and mid level competitions for younger athletes. 

¶ Travel and get the experiences. 

¶ There is little competition close to our town. 

¶ Lack of competition to play against. Having to travel huge distances to play a couple games. 

¶ A very pricy sport, i.e. skis, boots, bindings, poles, wax, passes, and a rifle, so thatΩs tough a lot of the time. 

¶ There are limited/few sports offered with quality coaching/venues 

¶ We are too far north and have no competition to play against if not in a tournament. Therefore, ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
unprepared for tournaments. More smaller communities in the North need to get involved with sports. 

¶ Lack of other teams to play in the North 

¶ No female hockey available 

¶ Financial support for athletes ς ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

¶ Travel. It is very expense to travel out of the community and we don't receive any other funding than the teams 
that do not travel at all. 

¶ Not enough people want to play sports after high school. It is not advertised and people don't think that it is 
possible to go to University and play competitive sports. 

¶ Cost - significant increase in the costs, especially around hiring facilities and travel 
¶ Competition. We have to travel a fair distance to play competitive teams. 

 




